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SS5H6 Describe the importance of key people, events and developments between 1950-1975. 
a. Analyze the effects of the Jim Crow laws and practices. 
b. Explain the key events and people of the Civil Rights movement: Brown v. Board of Education (1954), Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
the March on Washington, Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, and civil rights activities of Thurgood Marshall, Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Cesar Chavez, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  
c. Describe the impact on American society of the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  
SS5G1b Locate important man-made places: Montgomery, Alabama 
SS5CG1 Explain how a citizen’s rights are protected under the U.S. Constitution. 

a. Explain the responsibilities of a citizen 
b. Explain the concept of due process of the law and describe how the U.S. Constitution protects a citizen’s rights by due 

process. 
SS5CG2 Explain the process by which amendments to the U.S. Constitution are made. 

a. Explain the amendment process outlined in the Constitution. 
b. Describe the purpose for the amendment process. 

SS5CG3b Explain how voting rights were protected by the 15th, 23rd, and 24th amendments. 
 

Vocabulary 
Civil Rights 
 
 

Civil rights are the rights that everybody should be given. The Civil Rights movement 
got started because African Americans were not being given the same rights as 
everybody else. 
 

Desegregation 
 
 

Desegregation meant that people could no longer be separated because of their race. 
Desegregation first happened in schools following the Brown v. Board of Education 
court case in 1954. All public places were officially desegregated when the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 passed. Segregation had been a loophole in some areas, to avoid 
following the 14th amendment, which guaranteed equal rights to all. Places that 
segregated said that they were treating people “equally,” but they were just 
separating them. It was not equal. Desegregation ended the “Separate but Equal” Jim 
Crow Laws. 
 

Nonviolent 
Protest 
 
 

The whole Civil Rights movement was based on the idea of non-violence. They would 
sit-in at white only restaurants and refuse to leave until they were served. They 
protested peacefully in the streets with signs. They boycotted busses in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The idea was to create sympathy and it worked. In many cases while they 
were peaceably protesting, they were arrested or even attacked by the police. When 
the pictures and videos showed up on the news, people around the country became 
more aware of the racism that was still a major problem in many areas of the country. 
 

Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 
 

Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white man on a public bus. This got her 
arrested because it was against the local law. The blacks in Montgomery decided to 
boycott (not use) the busses until the law was changed. After many months of 
boycotting, they finally won the right to equal seating on the busses. The boycott was 
effective because there were so many blacks that used the busses. This meant a major 
loss of money for those running the busses. This was one of the first protests that 
Martin Luther King Jr. helped organize. 
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Brown v. 
Board of 
Education 
 

This was a famous court case that made segregation in schools illegal. Linda Brown’s 
family filed a lawsuit against the Topeka, Kansas Board of Education because their 
daughter was not allowed to go to the white only elementary school near their house. 
Thurgood Marshall won the court case for the Brown family which kick started his 
impressive career. While the court made segregation in schools illegal it took many 
years for the new law to be fully enforced in some states, which is why the story of 
Ruby Bridges took place in the early 1960’s several years later. 

March on 
Washington 
 

In 1963 more than 200,000 people went to Washington D.C. to protest the unfair race 
laws in our country. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his famous “I have a dream 
speech…” to one of the largest protest crowds in Washington’s history. By meeting in 
the nation’s capital they made sure that the president and congressmen were well 
aware of what they wanted changed. The protest was very successful as evidenced by 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the passing of the 24th 
amendment, which all passed within 2 years of the protest. 

Civil Rights 
Act 
 
 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 made the Jim Crows illegal and ended segregation in all 
public places. President John F. Kennedy first pushed to get the law passed in 1963. 
The law passed a year later officially ending many unfair race laws. 

24th 
Amendment 

The 24th amendment made poll taxes illegal. In many areas poll taxes were used to 
keep people from voting. Basically, people had to pay to vote. Many African 
Americans were not able to make much money because of the all the unfair laws and 
could not afford to vote as a result. 

Voting Rights 
Act 
 
 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 served two major purposes. First it ended literacy tests, 
which were used to keep people who couldn’t read from voting (Most people now days 
can read, so this seems like a silly law, but because of all the discrimination many 
blacks did not get a very good education and many older blacks still could not read.). 
The second thing that it did was allow the federal government to go into communities 
where less than 50% of the blacks were registered to vote and take over the voting 
registration. In some areas, even though the laws had changed local communities 
were still not allowing blacks to vote. 

 
 

SS5H6a Analyze the effects of Jim Crow Laws and practices. 
The Jim Crow Laws began in the 1870’s during a time known as Reconstruction after the Civil War. The 
slaves had just been set free and laws had been passed giving them equal rights. The Jim Crow Laws 
were created to help prevent blacks from every truly getting those rights. The Jim Crow Laws said that 
blacks could be kept separate from whites if they were given equal rights. They were kept separate, but 
things were definitely not equal. Whites got the good things and blacks got whatever was left.  
 
The Jim Crow Laws kept blacks from being able to earn as much money, get as good of an education and 
be given fair treatment. Even when the Supreme Court ruled in their favor, like in Brown v. Board of 
Education, the Jim Crow Laws kept people from changing the way things were done. It wasn’t until the 
Civil Rights movement in the 1950’s and 1960’s that things finally began to change. In many cases the 
National Guard or Federal Marshalls had to be called in to make people obey the laws about 
desegregation.  
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SS5H6b Explain the key events and people of the Civil Rights movement; include Brown v. Board 
of Education (1954), Montgomery Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, Civil Rights Act, 
Voting Rights Act and civil rights activities of Thurgood Marshall, Lyndon B. Johnson, Cesar 
Chavez, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
(All the events are covered in the vocabulary list above.) 

Thurgood Marshall-He got his start by winning 
the Brown v. Board of Education court case, which 
made segregation in schools illegal. He worked 
toward equality for African Americans throughout 
his life and in 1971, he became the first African 
American chosen to serve on the Supreme Court. 
 
 
 

Rosa Parks-She is well known for being arrested 
and thrown in jail for refusing to give up her seat 
to a white man on a public bus in Montgomery, 
Alabama. She was not the only black person to get 
arrested for disobeying this law, but she is 
remembered because it was after her arrest that 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott was organized. 

Lyndon B. Johnson-He became president when 
John F. Kennedy(JFK) was assassinated in 1963. 
He worked hard to get congress to pass the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which was a law that JFK had 
been trying to pass. Johnson was reelected in 1964, 
when he campaigned that he was going to help 
build a “great society.” He worked hard in his 
presidency to help the poor. He helped convince 
congress to pass several more civil rights laws 
including the Voting Rights Act and the 24th 
amendment.  

Cesar Chavez-He worked hard to help poor farm 
workers and Hispanic workers gain equal rights. 
He started the National Farm Workers 
Association, which organized workers so they 
could work together for equal rights. He led many 
non-violent protests and strikes trying to help poor 
workers gain equal rights. He helped many farm 
workers in California, Arizona, Florida & Texas 
get higher pay and better working conditions. 

Martin Luther King Jr.-Most people recognize MLK for his leadership in the Civil Rights movement. 
Many people were working toward Civil Rights for blacks, but his emphasis on non-violent protests was 
very successful. He was also a very effective public speaker, and is most well known for his famous, “I 
have a dream…” speech that he gave to more than 200,000 people at the March on Washington in 1963. 
He was assassinated in 1968, which is the year that the Civil Rights movement is usually considered to 
have ended. While his assassination didn’t end it by itself, the movement slowed down. After all the laws 
changed in the mid 1960’s there wasn’t quite as much to work for. While there were still some unfair 
policies, they were lesser known, and most people felt like the Civil Rights Movement had accomplished 
what it set out to do. In addition, some of MLK’s followers turned to more aggressive groups such as the 
Black Panthers after his murder. Groups that used violence to try to accomplish their goals were not 
nearly as successful. 
 

 
 

SS5H6c. Describe the impact on American society of the assassinations of President John F. 
Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.  
(MLK is covered above.) 
 
John F. Kennedy-JFK was elected president in 
1960 and became one of the most important 
supporters of the Civil Rights movement. He first 

Robert F. Kennedy-He was the brother to JFK 
and was a Senator at the time of his assassination 
in 1968. He was a strong supporter of the Civil 
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pushed to get the Civil Rights Act passed in 1963. 
Only a few months later he was assassinated. There 
are many conspiracy theories surrounding his 
death because Lee Harvey Oswald, the guy accused 
of his murder, was also murdered a couple of days 
later. As a result the whole story of why Kennedy 
was assassinated is debated. His work with the 
Civil Rights movement is not usually considered the 
reason people think he was assassinated but it did 
make him unpopular with racists and popular 
among African Americans. His assassination was 
the first of three major assassinations in America 
during the crazy 1960’s. 

Rights movement and was running for president 
when he was killed. While he was a big supporter 
of Civil Rights and is even well remembered for 
the speech he gave the night of Martin Luther 
King’s death, the reason for his assassination was 
not because of his involvement in civil rights. His 
death was the third assassination of a major 
political figure during the 1960’s. The political 
assassinations just added to the chaos of the 
Hippie movement, civil rights protests and 
Vietnam protests. The 1960’s were a crazy time. 
Many wanted to use peace to bring change and 
others tried to use violence. 

 
 

SS5G1b Locate important man-made places: Montgomery, Alabama 
Make sure that you can point out important locations from this unit on a map. Make sure you can find 
Montgomery, Alabama for sure. Other ones that would be good to know are Washington D.C. (March on 
Washington) and Atlanta, Georgia (birthplace of MLK) and Topeka, Kansas (Brown v. Board of 
Education court case). 

 

 
 
 

B 

A 
C 

D 

A—Topeka, Kansas (Brown v. 
Board of Ed.) 
B—Montgomery, Alabama 
(Rosa Parks and the Bus 
Boycott) 
C—Washington, D.C. (March 
on Washington) 
D—Atlanta, GA (Birthplace 
and headquarters for MLK) 
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African American Timeline of Freedom 
The timeline below represents all of the events that have happened in the history covered in 4th and 
5th grade that relate to African Americans and how their freedoms have changed. The test on Civil 
Rights will include everything from 1954 forward. All the previous dates are a review of how 
things have changed for African Americans in the U.S. over a longer period of time. You don’t 
need to memorize all the dates. They are just provided so you can see where all the events being 
studied fit in history. 
 
1861 Civil War begins about States’ rights (main right being slavery) 

1865 Civil War ended  

1865-1877 Reconstruction and the passing of the 13th-15th Amendments 

1865-1876 Reconstruction Time African Americans scatter 

 1. Black Cowboys moved out west 

 2. Sharecroppers stayed in the south and received assistance from the Freedman’s Bureau

 3. Many moved to cities in the north (many moved north again at the start of the Harlem    

                Renaissance in the 1920’s) 

1876- 1965 Jim Crow Laws made segregation legal 

Late 1800’s through the early 1900’s--George Washington Carver makes hundreds of inventions 

out of peanuts and sweet potatoes. His inventions help the poor sharecroppers. 

1920’s Harlem Renaissance (Langston Hughes, Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington) 

1936 Jesse Owens wins 4 gold medals, embarrassing Adolf Hitler at the Berlin Olympics 

1941-1945 Tuskegee Airmen fight heroically for their country, despite segregation at home 

1954 Brown v. Board of Education, won by Thurgood Marshall, made school segregation illegal 

1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott 

1963 March on Washington 

November 22, 1963 JFK Assassinated 

1964 Civil Rights act of 1964 

1964 Passing of the 24th Amendment combined with 

1965 Voting Rights Act 

April 4, 1968 Assassination of MLK 

June 5, 1968 Assassination of Robert Kennedy 

1971 Thurgood Marshall chosen to the Supreme Court 
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SS5CG1 The student will explain how a citizen's rights are protected under the U.S. Constitution. 
a.   Explain the responsibilities of a citizen. (A few are listed. Try to think of a few more 
responsibilities.) 
 
It is important to remember that every right comes with a responsibility. You have the right to bear arms, 
so you have the responsibility to use guns in a safe manner. You have the right to a trial by jury, so you 
have the responsibility to serve on a jury if called. The chart below shows a few more examples. There are 
many more that could be listed. For any right that a person has, there are responsibilities that could be 
listed with them. To prepare for the test, you can think of a right that you have in our country and then try 
to think of a responsibility that goes with it. 
 

Right Responsibility 
Free Speech Don’t say untrue things 

Freedom to Assemble Don’t start a riot or destroy property 
Vote Vote 

Protected by Military Register for the draft 
A Fair Trial Serve as a witness if you have seen or know about 

a crime 
To a free education Go to school and get educated so you can help 

your country 
 

SS5CG1b. Explain the concept of due process of law. 
 

Due process means that all citizens are guaranteed certain rights even if they have committed crimes. 
They cannot be required to testify against themselves (5th amendment). They have the right to have an 
attorney if they cannot afford one, and to a fair, speedy and public trial (6th amendment). No citizen can 
be tortured, no matter how bad of a crime they have committed (8th amendment). In the United States, the 
concept of due process means that you are considered innocent, until you have been proven guilty in the 
court of law. The whole legal process must be followed and you must be given all of your rights before 
you are found guilty. Due process includes the right to: 

1. A fair trial. 
2. Be told of what crimes you are being accused. 
3. Explain why you are innocent, including the right to present evidence and call witnesses. 
4. Know what evidence is being used to accuse you. 
5. Have the person who is accusing you attend the court hearing. 
6. A court decision based only on the evidence provided in court. 
7. A lawyer, even if you can't afford one. 
8. A punishment appropriate for the crime. You cannot be tortured or fined excessively. 
9. A record of the trial and all the evidence, as well as a written report explaining the reason for 

the court’s decision. 
*Due process can include many other rights, which are much more specific to certain types of cases 
and situations. 
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SS5CG2 Explain the process by which amendments to the U.S. Constitution are 
made. 

a. Explain the amendment process outlined in the Constitution. 
b. Describe the purpose for the amendment process. 

 
 What happens if the law needs changed? Simple. The lawmakers can propose a change 
or amendment. What is not so simple is convincing enough people that it needs to 
change. More than 11,000 amendments have been proposed, but only 27 of those new 
amendments passed. Ten of those amendments (Bill of Rights) were approved at the same 
time. Only 17 new amendments have passed since the Bill of Rights was approved in 
1791. Here’s how a new amendment can get passed: 
 
Step 1: A congressman must propose a new amendment (often times at the request of 
their constituents or the people they represent). 
Step 2: Two thirds of the U.S. House of Representatives and two thirds of the U.S. Senate 
must pass the amendment. 
Step 3: Three fourths of the states must ratify (approve) the new amendment. 
 
Note: The president does not have the power to veto an amendment, like he can a normal 
law, because congress is passing the amendment with a 2/3 majority rather than a simple 
majority. Also, note that there is another possible way to pass an amendment, but all the 
amendments that have passed have used the method listed above. 
 
Amendments discussed in this unit: 
15th Amendment: Passed right after the civil war in 1870. The amendment gave black 
men the right to vote (no women of any race had the right to vote yet). 
23rd Amendment: Passed in 1961 and gave the resident of Washington D.C. the right to 
vote in presidential elections. 
24th Amendment: Passed in 1964 and made poll taxes illegal. 


